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IRONPORT SYSTEMS TM  Secures $16.5M Financing with 
Unprecedented Speed 

 
“Back-to-Basics” Internet Messaging Start-up Attracts Top-tier Investors,  

Adds Key Engineering Hires 

SAN BRUNO, Ca- June 25, 2002 - IronPort SystemsTM, provider of the world’s first Intelligent 
Messaging Gateway appliances, announced today that it raised $16.5M from Menlo Ventures, 
Allegis Capital, Western Technology Investment, Starter Fluid and Amicus Capital. Starter Fluid, 
L.P. and Amicus Capital were also investors in IronPort’s seed financing. In another 
announcement today, IronPort unveiled its Bonded SenderTM Program, designed to stop the 
delivery of unsolicited email messages commonly referred to as “spam”. 
 
In spite of the present economic downturn and the often reluctant capital markets, IronPort 
successfully closed this latest round of funding within a period of just five weeks. The speed of 
the financing was due in part to success IronPort has had attracting paying customers. IronPort is 
currently experiencing 100 percent quarter over quarter revenue growth and expects to reach 
profitability early next year. 
 
“The mission at IronPort is bold”, said Doug Carlisle, Managing Director at Menlo Ventures. 
“At the same time, the IronPort team has showed a firm grasp on business realities, building a 
compelling product and generating revenue with a relatively modest seed financing. We find this 
combination exciting and have high hopes for IronPort.”  

IronPort’s focus is on revolutionizing the email gateway, the device that actually sends and 
receives email messages across the Internet. Corporations use outbound email gateways to 
deliver online bills, transaction confirmations, and marketing newsletters. Corporations also use 
bi-directional gateways to send and receive employee email traffic. 

IronPort’s first product, the IronPort A50, is optimized for delivering outbound email traffic for 
corporations. The IronPort A50 can replace more than 10 traditional Unix-based servers, and is 
easier to set up and operate. Over 25 leading companies are using the IronPort A50 to deliver 
messages to their customers. 

IronPort also announced today the IronPort Bonded SenderTM Program that turns the spam 
problem upside down by identifying the legitimate incoming email rather than trying to identify 
the illegitimate messages. ISPs and IT administrators who operate incoming email gateways can 



 

safely allow email traffic to pass when it comes from a member of the Bonded Sender Program, 
because they know there is an economic mechanism that ensures the legitimacy of the emails. 

“Our mission at IronPort is to revolutionize Internet messaging,” said Scott Weiss, CEO of 
IronPort Systems. “Joining the fight against spam is of primary importance in pursuing this goal. 
Incoming spam wastes our customers’ valuable corporate resources. Spam also impacts our 
corporate customers who are increasingly turning to email as a channel to communicate with 
customers – for transactions, customer service, or marketing newsletters. The proliferation of 
spam curbs the potency of this new customer communication channel.” 

The IronPort financing includes equity and debt. Associated with the financing, Doug Carlisle, 
Managing Director at Menlo Ventures, and Bob Ackerman, Managing Director at Allegis 
Capital, have taken positions on IronPort’s board of directors. They join IronPort board member 
Jack Smith, founder of HotMail. 

IronPort also announced two key additions to its technical team. Mark Peek, a committer and 
contributor to the FreeBSD Operating System, has assumed the role of Director of Platform 
Engineering and Customer Engineering, and Christian Tismer, creator of Stackless Python, joins 
fellow Python contributor Sam Rushing on the IronPort software development team. These key 
hires help to ensure the rapid enhancement of IronPort’s AsyncOS, the technology that powers 
IronPort’s products and services. 
 
The IronPort A50 email delivery appliance is available now and additional information can be 
found at http://www.ironport.com/. 
 
About IronPort Systems  TM  
 
IronPort SystemsTM (http://www.ironport.com) was founded in 2000 by pioneers in Internet 
Messaging. With technical staff from companies such as Hotmail, eGroups, ListBot, and Yahoo!, 
IronPort’s mission is to revolutionize Internet Messaging. The company is developing a family of 
appliances called Intelligent Messaging Gateways that bring new functionality to the way people 
communicate over the Internet. At the heart of these appliances is the company’s AsyncOSTM, an 
operating system developed by IronPort Systems and optimized for asynchronous communications. 
AsyncOS is the scalable foundation for IronPort's new messaging solutions and is driving a 
breakthrough in messaging performance. 
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